Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A%MHE-"

¥ -

b

-
12 Decenber 1950
DHAPT WIE #3/1
SOVIET CAPABILITIRG AND INTENTIONS

THE PROBLEM
To estimate Soviet capabilities and Intentlens with partlcular reference
to the lmminence of genersl war,
CORCLUSIONS
1. The vulers of the USSR, in driving townrd their vltimate objective of
estahlishing s wvorldwide grour of Cormmnist societies under the control of the
U89R, are currently concentrating on the intermedlate aims of preventing the
deployment in Furope of ferces capable of threatening the Sovlet position
thers, oliminating the influence of the U8 and its allies from Agim, and weaken-
ing the non-Soviet world in general,
v

et -2, On the basis of intellipence presently available 1t is impossible to

#  determine vhether in fast Soviet rulers have or have not decided to preeipitate

. global war.,
Lot 4’5‘.&{5‘6
_— 3. Sovist rulers may reash n deiiberate deslsion to preeipitate a general

war within the next yesr or two, basing this decision on an estimate thata

&, The praesent m(;ve of the Horth 2tlantis Treaty comntries 4o gear
an inereasing proportion of thelr Industries o armaments produstion would esuse
a criticsl declinme in the rolative sureriority of Soviet military strenglhein-
readiness during 1951 and 12523 and that

b, the USSE, becsuse of its present superior strength-in-readiness
and besause its political system permits the use of a relatively large propor-

tion of the notional grose econorie product for military purposes, misht be
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able to scual the U8 and its allies in eoonomic output in direot support of
pilitary operations for a eonsiderable period of time during the next year or
twoy and perhaps that
@, the USSR hasg the capability of delivering a quiek, declsive

atomic attack that um;lé neutralize US retaliatory atomie facilitlies and pre-
vent US mmbﬂiﬁté.ﬁn of i%s superior total power-potentiel.

4+ Despite the factors tending to impel Soviet rulers to deliberate
precipitation of goneral war, currently avallable evidence suggests that the
UBSR has 1ittle reason to be pessinistis about politfiual gaing by shori-of-war

wethods in the immedinte future. It also surcests that there are good reasons

t{rﬁéﬁ,
%o doubt whethor the USSR aould win a gensral war 1f 1t began in the next year ;’p'sg,?
: s
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4 or two, minly beeauge of the superdor US eapability of mounting longerange ’l’uﬁ;f’

atomic air attacks and the peauliar wulnerability to atomie attack of the

-
(PPN —

highly centralized gov-rnment-control system of the USSR, On the basis of this |
svidence, it is estirated that it la probably not now in the bsst interests of
the rilers of the USSR and is probably not now their intention deliberately to
resort to general war.

5, Repardless of what their inteations may be with respect to presipltat-
e ing general war, Soviet rulers are purauiné and probably will econtinue to pursue

~

aggressively their worldwide attack on the powver position of the US and its
allles regardless of the possibility that general war may result, Further
,,i;?aiﬁ*éﬁf
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direct or indireet Soviet acts of agzgression in Surope and isis are likely. In

these olrcumstances, whatever Soviet intentions may be, there is a grave danger
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of the outbreak of general wor as & resuli of the reaction of the US and its

allies to Soviet impingement on interssts vital to thelr security,

:K@ﬁ?w E @S

£

as

—

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79,R01012A000‘a¥€)§g0§g'9”;;£T



